


What is Phonics?

• Phonics is a way of teaching children how to 
read and write.

• It helps children hear, identify and use 
different sounds that distinguish one word 
from another in the English language



Did you know?

The English language has:-

• 26 letters

• 44 sounds

• Over 100 different ways to spell

those sounds



The journey to independent reading and writing begins with Phonics

littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk

New DFE Guidance for Early Reading and Phonics

Why Little Wandle?  
Excellent training for all staff to ensure consistency.
Every aspect of phonics and reading included in a detailed, thorough and systematic 
approach.
Engaging resources without distracting from the learning.
Comprehensive system for identifying and supporting children requiring extra help 
Useful support for parents.  



How we teach phonics

Daily short sessions
Specific order of teaching
Same day keep up
Planned catch up groups from assessment

Repeated practice Practice makes
permanent

Revisit previously 
taught sounds at
start of each lesson



Jargon

You may hear your children say….
phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which make up words in the English 
language. 

-grapheme – How a phoneme is written down. There can be more than one 
way to spell a phoneme. E.g-the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt differently in each of 
the words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, ‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’. 

-blending – Putting together the sounds in a word in order to read it, e.g. 

‘f – r – o – g, frog’ 

-segmenting – Breaking a word into sounds in order to spell 

them, e.g. ‘frog, f – r – o – g’’

-Digraph- 2 letters making one sound 

-Trigraph- 3 letters making one sound















Once children have a secure knowledge of a number of
GPC’s (Grapheme Phoneme Correspondences)
are confidently blending and know the needed tricky words, 
they will be ready for reading books.

Prior to this they may have wordless books which develop
great language skills and teach children the layout of books
and how to handle books



How we teach reading

Reading practice sessions are :

Timetabled 2 times a week

Taught by trained teacher or
teaching assistant

Taught in small groups

Books are :

matched to children’s
secure phonic knowledge 
and word reading

read two times

sent home

Some children are regular individual readers at school. Children are also given the opportunity
To read at school many times a day in lots of different contexts.



Fluency and enjoyment of reading are the result of careful teaching and frequent 
practice.

Research shows that teaching phonics is the most secure area of reading 
pedagogy.

Enjoyment of and engagement in reading is strongly correlated with reading 
performance. Children cannot be engaged if reading the words is a struggle.

Phonics is a priority in the teaching of early reading, enabling children to read as 
fluently as possible and to be motivated to read for pleasure.

Reading is based on the DfE Reading 
Framework and the research behind 
it…

How we teach reading



Reading Practice Books carefully matched so children can read 
fluently and independently

2 Reads – each one begins with some quick sounds and words practice

1. Decoding

2. Prosody
(intonation, expression)

3.   Comprehension

When children take their book home to read they should be 95% fluent.
Please do not worry that a book is too easy – your child needs to develop
fluency and confidence in reading.  Re-reading a book  they have had before
helps develop fluency – this is the goal.

Celebrate their success!!!



Reading For Pleasure

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.
uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/engaging-
parents/

“Yes! I’ve been waiting to read that book!”
Charlie M (Rabbits)

“I can’t wait for my Dad to read you guys a story…he 
is so good at it!”
Ava (Badgers)

“I’ve had that one before, it’s sooo good!”
Theo (Squirrels)



Why shared books are so important…

Research showed the number of words children would 
have heard by the time they were five years old:

Children never read to: 4,662 words

Read to 1-2 times per week: 63,570 words

Read to 3-5 times per week: 169,520 words

Read to daily: 296,660 words

Imagine a story with these words to discuss:

Bellowed, startled, barged, sneaked, grinned, dreadful, 
stomped, refused





• Make your own phonics scrap book, one page for each sound with appropriate 
words and pictures. You can continue this over the next few weeks.

• Make a crown or badge with a sound or sounds they have learnt on it. Encourage 
members of your family/friends to ask your child what sounds are on their 
creation.

• Hide an item beginning with each new sound around the house/garden. Write the 
sounds on a piece of paper and your child should tick each sound as they find the 
object.

• Write the sounds on the patio/drive way or road. Say a sound to your child and ask 
them to use a watering can to water he correct sound. If you are brave they could 
splat it with a water balloon! 

• Spread the sounds out on the floor and ask your child to find and take a photo of a 
given digraph!

• Play matching pairs with a digraph and a picture of something that has the digraph 
in. For example ch and chick would be a matching pair.



Thank you for joining us

Any questions ???


